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1 Introduction 

1.1 Anglian Water Services Limited  

1.1.1 Anglian Water Services Limited (the ‘Applicant’) is the largest regulated water and 
water recycling company in England and Wales by geographic area, supplying water 
and water recycling services to almost seven million people in the East of England 
and Hartlepool. 

1.1.2 The Applicant is committed to bringing environmental and social prosperity to the 
region they serve, through their commitment to Love Every Drop. As a purpose-led 
business, The Applicant seeks to contribute to the environmental and social 
wellbeing of the communities within which they operate. As one of the largest 
energy users in the East of England, they are also committed to reaching net zero 
carbon emissions by 2030.   

1.2 Background  

1.2.1 The Applicant is proposing to build a modern, low carbon waste water treatment 
for Greater Cambridge on a new site area north of the A14 between Fen Ditton and 
Horningsea within the Cambridge drainage catchment area, to replace the plant on 
Cowley Road, hereafter referred to as the existing Cambridge Waste Water 
Treatment Plant (WWTP). 

1.2.2 The relocation will enable South Cambridgeshire District Council and Cambridge 
City Council’s long held ambition to develop a new low-carbon city district on 
Cambridge’s last major brownfield site, known as North East Cambridge. The site is 
an important component of the First Proposals (preferred options) for the new 
Greater Cambridge Local Plan that were subject to public consultation in late 2021. 
The North East Cambridge Area Action Plan has also been agreed by the Councils in 
its Proposed Submission form and will be subject to public consultation prior to 
submission, once the Development Consent Order is determined. The relocation of 
the existing waste water treatment facility will enable this new district to come 
forward and deliver 8,350 homes, 15,000 new jobs and a wide range of community, 
cultural and open space facilities in North East Cambridge. Further details on this 
can be found in our Statement of Requirement (Application Document Reference 
7.2) which was published in September 2019. 

1.2.3 The relocation of the waste water treatment plant will also allow The Applicant to 
continue providing vital waste water services to customers across Cambridge and 
Greater Cambridge. The new plant will continue storing and treating storm flows 
and treating sludge to produce renewable energy. It will be designed to deal with a 
growing population. It offers the opportunity for a joined-up solution for treating 
waste water from Cambridge and Greater Cambridge, including Waterbeach. The 
proposal is for both waste water from the existing Waterbeach waste water 
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treatment plant and future flows from Waterbeach New Town to be treated at the 
proposed Cambridge waste water treatment plant.   

1.2.4 The Proposed Development will be the first waste water project to seek a 
Development Consent Order that is not specifically named in the National Policy 
Statement (NPS). ‘The Applicant’ sought and obtained a direction from the 
Secretary of State under section 35 of the Planning Act 2008 (“the 2008 Act”) that 
the project is to be treated as development of national significance.   

1.3 The Proposed Development 

1.3.1 This section provides a high-level summary of the Proposed Development. The 
term Proposed Development refers to the Cambridge Waste Water Treatment 
Plant (WWTP) Relocation project in its entirety and all works associated with 
the development.   

1.3.2 A detailed description of the Proposed Development can be found in Chapter 2 of 
the Environmental Statement (App Doc Ref 5.2.2). 

1.3.3 The purpose of the proposed WWTP will be to treat all waste water and wet sludge 
from the Cambridge catchment just as the existing Cambridge WWTP currently 
does, plus that from the growth indicated and being planned within the catchment 
in the Local Plan to 2041, with ability to expand beyond to deal with further 
growth.   

1.3.4 As part of its statutory function, the Applicant operates the existing Cambridge 
WWTP. The existing Cambridge WWTP receives waste water from the Cambridge 
catchment either directly from the connected sewerage network or tankered to the 
plant from homes and businesses that are not connected. This waste water is then 
treated and the treated effluent discharged through an outfall to the nearby River 
Cam. The existing Cambridge WWTP is an integrated WWTP, as would be the 
Proposed Development. Integrated WWTP incorporate a sludge treatment 
function, in the form of a Sludge Treatment Centre (STC), which treats the sludge 
derived from the waste water from the catchment, and the “wet sludge” produced 
by other satellite plants which do not have integrated STC.   

1.3.5 The Waterbeach New Town development lies to the north of Cambridge. When 
built out Waterbeach new town will comprise some 11,000 new homes along with 
associated business, retail, community and leisure uses. Waste water from 
Waterbeach will ultimately be treated by the proposed Cambridge WWTP once 
operational. However, the rate of development at Waterbeach New Town may 
require a new pipeline (rising main) to be built from Waterbeach to the existing 
Cambridge WWTP to allow treatment of waste water in advance of the proposed 
WWTP becoming operational. In that case, either a later connection would be 
made to the proposed WWTP from a point on the pipeline route, or flows diverted 
from the existing Cambridge WWTP via the transfer tunnel.  

1.3.6 In summary the Proposed Development will comprise of:  
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• an integrated waste water and sludge treatment plant.  

• a shaft to intercept waste water at the existing Cambridge WWTP on Cowley 
Road and a tunnel/ pipeline to transfer it to the proposed WWTP and terminal 
pumping station. Temporary intermediate shafts to launch and recover the 
micro-tunnel boring machine. 

• a gravity pipeline transferring treated waste water from the proposed WWTP 
to a discharge point on the River Cam and a pipeline for storm water 
overflows.  

• a twin pipeline transferring waste water from Waterbeach to the existing 
Cambridge WWTP, with the option of a connection direct in to the proposed 
WWTP when the existing works is decommissioned.  

• ancillary on-site buildings, including a Gateway Building with incorporated 
Discovery Centre, substation building, workshop, vehicle parking including 
electrical vehicle charging points, fencing and lighting.  

• environmental mitigation and enhancements including substantial biodiversity 
net gain, improved habitats for wildlife, extensive landscaping, a landscaped 
earth bank enclosing the proposed WWTP, climate resilient drainage system 
and improved recreational access and connectivity. 

• Renewable energy generation via anaerobic digestion which is part of the 
sludge treatment process that produces biogas designed to be able to feed 
directly into the local gas network to heat homes, or as an alternative potential 
future option burnt in combined heat and power engines.  

• renewable energy generation via solar photovoltaic and associated battery 
energy storage system.  

• other ancillary development such as internal site access, utilities, including gas, 
electricity and communications and connection to the site drainage system.  

• a new vehicle access from Horningsea Road including for Heavy Goods Vehicles 
(HGV’s) bringing sludge onto the site for treatment and other site traffic. 
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2 Mitigation Tracker 

2.1.1 The purpose of the Mitigation Tracker is to set out the mitigation measures 
presented in the Environmental Statement (Volume 5) for the Proposed 
Development.   

2.1.2 The table below sets out the relevant Environmental Statement topic chapter and 
the location within those chapters of where the mitigation can be found. The far 
right hand column of the table sets out the mechanism by which the mitigation has 
been secured within the DCO application.  

2.1.3 The Mitigation Tracker should be read in conjunction with the Environmental 
Statement. 
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Chapter 
number 

Mitigation 
location 

Description of impact Mitigation measure Secured by 

Chapter 08: 
Biodiversity 

Table 5.2 - Securing 
Mitigation  

Direct and indirect impacts on terrestrial 
invertebrates due to direct interface with 
habitat and the combination of noise, use of 
temporary lighting, land clearance, excavation, 
and presence of people in proximity 

Design measures to minimise loss of terrestrial habitat that may support 
invertebrate populations includes retaining the existing ditch with 
hedgerow within the land required for the landscape masterplan 
contained with the LERMP (Appendix 8.14App Doc Ref 5.4.8.14). 

The landscape masterplan includes a topographical and habitat 
variability to support some invertebrate species (e.g. mining bees) 
within “bee bank” bare earth patches. 
 
Management of construction activities will be through measures as 
described within the CoCP Part A and B (Appendix 2.1 & 2.2, App Doc 
Ref 5.4.2.1, 5.4.2.2) in particular section 4.4 which requires the Principal 
Contractor(s) to produce a CEMP. The best practice measures applied 
during construction in relation to minimising impacts to terrestrial 
habitats are: 

• the specification for the use of trenchless techniques 
used to avoid disturbance and damage to habitats 
wherever possible 

• the delineation of working areas prior to the 
commencement of construction and until works are 
complete to prevent damage to the surrounding 
habitats. 

• the implementation of tree/hedgerow protection 
measures which are shown on the Tree Protection Plans 
within the Arboricultural Report (Appendix 8.17, App 
Doc Ref 5.4.8.17). 

• the implementation of measures set out under section 
7.4 of the CoCP Part A in respect of Soil Management 
and in the Outline Soil Management Plan (Appendix 6.3, 
App Doc Ref 5.4.6.3) which will ensure the rapid and 
effective reestablishment of habitats especially 
hedgerows 
 

Further measures as described within the CoCP Part A and B (Appendix 
2.1 & 2.2, App Doc Ref 5.4.2.1 & 5.4.2. 2). These will be set out in the 
CEMP related to the specific works activity: 

• any planting as part of the Proposed Development 
which dies or becomes seriously damaged or diseased 
within five years after completion of construction will be 
replaced in the first available planting season with stock 
of the same species and size as that originally planted 
unless otherwise agreed with the Local Planning 
Authority.  

• in locations of retained hedgerow there shall be 
consideration of additional "thickening" to promote 
habitat connectivity for bats, in particular making use of 
existing hedgerow removed during construction. Any 
works to hedgerow would be under the supervision of a 
suitably experienced ecologist. 

Landscape, Ecological and Recreational Management Plan (Appendix 8.14, 
App Doc Ref 5.4.8.14) which is secured through a requirement in the draft 
DCO (App Doc Ref 2.1) 

Approval and implementation of a detailed management and monitoring 
plan secured to comply with LERMP secured through a requirement of the 
draft DCO (App Doc Ref 2.1) 
 
Approval and implementation of a Construction Environmental 
Management Plan secured through a requirement of the draft DCO (App 
Doc Ref 2.1).   
 
Secured through a requirement in the draft DCO (App Doc Ref 2.1) to 
comply with the Lighting Design Strategy (Appendix 2.5, App Doc Ref 
5.4.2.5). 
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